Movies Watched 2021

CONTENTS

2021/01/02 Death to 2020 (2020) directed by Al Campbell

2021/01/03 The Social Dilemma (2020) directed by Jeff Orlowski

2021/01/11 My Octopus Teacher (2020) directed by Pippa Ehrlich & James Reed
2021/02/13 Indiana Jones & the Last Crusade (1989) directed by Steven Spielberg
2021/03/19 Spirited Away (2001) directed by Miyazaki Hayao

2021/03/27 Equilibrium (2002) directed by Kurt Wimmer

2021/04/29 Tenet (2020) directed by Christopher Nolan

O W 00 N o o1 »d W

2021/04/29 NomadIland (2020) directed by Chloe Zhao

_—
f—

2021/04/29 Death Proof (2007) directed by Quentin Tarantino
2021/05/12 Evangelion: 1.0 You Are (Not) Alone (2007) directed by Hideaki Anno 12

2021/05/14 Our Little Sister (2015) directed by Hirokazu Kore-eda 13
2021/05/27 The Dead Don’t Die (2019) directed by Jim Jarmusch 14
2021/05/29 The Wolf of Wall Street (2013) directed by Martin Scorsese 15
2021/06/05 Dead Man (1995) directed by Jim Jarmusch 16
2021/06/06 Bo Burnham : Inside (2021) directed by Bo Burnham 17
2021/06/26 Three Identical Strangers (2018) directed by Tim Wardle 18
2021/07/10 John Wick 3 - Parabellum (2019) directed by Chad Stahelski 19
2021/07/13 An Inspector Calls (2015) directed by Aisling Walsh 20
2021/07/20 Palm Springs (2020) directed by Max Barbakow 21
2021/07/29 Midsommar (2019) directed by Ari Aster 22
2021/08/08 Mystery Men (1999) directed by Kinka Usher 23
2021/08/22 Black Widow (2021) directed by Cate Shortland 24
2021/08/28 The Visit (2015) directed by M. Night Shyamalan 25
2021/08/31 Nightcrawler (2014) directed by Dan Gilroy 26
2021/09/01 For The Love of Spock (2016) directed by Adam Nimoy 27
2021/09/10 The Big Brawl (1980) directed by Robert Clouse 28

2021/09/11 The Suicide Squad (2021) directed by James Gunn 29



2021/09/16 Candyman (2021) directed by Nia da Costa
2021/09/18 A Clockwork Orange (1971) directed by Stanley Kubrick
2021/09/19 Free Guy (2021) directed by Shawn Levy

2021/09/24 Dune (1984) directed by David Lynch

2021/09/25 Shang-Chi & the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) directed by Destin
Daniel Cretton

2021/10/02 No Time To Die (2021) directed by Cary Joji Fukunaga
2021/10/30 Dune (2021) directed by Denis Villeneuve

2021/10/30 Blade (1999) directed by Stephen Norrington

2021/10/31 The French Dispatch (2021) directed by Wes Anderson
2021/11/04 Last Night In Soho (2021) directed by Edgar Wright
2021/11/12 Eternals (2021) directed by Chloe Zhao

2021/11/20 Cargo (2017) directed by Ben Howling and Yolanda Ramke
2021/11/24 Whistle Down The Wind (1961) directed by Bryan Forbes
2021/11/27 Ghostbusters: Afterlife (2021) directed by Jason Reitman
2021/11/28 The Hitcher (1986) directed by Robert Harmon
2021/12/3 The Matrix (1999) directed by The Wachowskis

2021/12/09 Evangelion: 2.0 You Can (Not) Advance (2009) directed by Kazuya
Tsurumaki and Masayuki

2021/12/17 Spider-man : No Way Home (2021) directed by Jon Watts
2021/12/23 Tokyo Godfathers (2003) directed by Satoshi Kon

30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

46
47
48



2021/01/02 Death to 2020 (2020) directed by Al Campbell

Charlie Booker driven end of the year gallows humour
kind of a review of 2020... It was good, | had a few out
loud cackles at some of the jokes. Mostly the incredibly
inventive insults hidden in descriptions like “Donald

(14
WHAT A Trump, an experimental pig man” or Joe Biden looking
% like a “ticket collector on a ghost train”. (The description
S OW. of fire as a radicalised destructive form of air was also a

— highlight.)
_ The thing is, these are just clever verbal send-ups and
DEATH TO the rest of the film doesn't really do enough lifting to

’?) O 5 ﬁ assist these jokes. It's a shame because everyone does
. an excellent job in their roles, from Hugh Grant to the
right wing suburban soccer mom & Lisa Kudrow’s
brilliant turn as an utterly amoral goal post shifting
Republican stooge. Samuel L. Jackson just played
himself, as usual, but it was sincere, on point and | think he got most of the best
lines.

g

In the end, it's mostly just a collection of witty repartee to be honest, and it starts to
drag about halfway through. The Netflix promos scattered throughout don't help, they
may actually be tongue-in-cheek but they feel more like they're pretending to be that
way as some kind of stealth advertising. Having said all that, it was a fun hour and
definitely worth the watch.



2021/01/03 The Social Dilemma (2020) directed by Jeff Orlowski

£ suns

the
social
dilemma

Very interesting documentary about how SNS exist
purely to make money, and their best strategy for so
doing has been gradually, imperceptibly &
incrementally modifying our behaviours. Quite
frightening on some level but it's very hard to engage
with the material with much else save resignation.

The dramatisation of one family’s interactions with
social media lessened the impact for me, making it
feel like it was a warning for young people made to be
shown in a classroom, rather than as a documentary.

Informative & interesting, nonetheless; probably
something my mum should see so she can get a
better idea of how all the spooky weird stuff she thinks
Facebook can do is actually possible.



2021/01/11 My Octopus Teacher (2020) directed by Pippa Ehrlich &
James Reed

A filmmaker feels burnt out, is privileged enough to be
able to repair to his beachfront bungalow for a year,
where he goes swimming every day for a year and
befriends an octopus.

A moving film with some beautiful visuals and a
surprisingly engaging story despite how simple it seems,
this was a very good film, despite my cynical
introduction.

Still, I can’t help but feel that it'd be really nice to have

MY OCTO PUS that option to just take a year off, go swimming every
TEACHER day, and somehow end up with a film at the end of it that

would net me more cash so | could take a year off...

It was cool to hear that Craig Foster, the featured lover of octopuses, was motivated
enough by his experiences to start a charity to work towards preserving the
environment that the octopus was living in.



2021/02/13 Indiana Jones & the Last Crusade (1989) directed by

Steven Spielberg

JINDIANAJ< VES

and the
LAST CRUSAODE

| honestly have no idea how many times | have
now seen this, but | was very much in the mood
for some escapist adventure fun and this doesn'’t
disappoint.

| was prompted to rewatch it after somebody
posted somewhere that they thought it was the
best Indy film. | knew | had fond memories of it
but I still lean more towards Raiders.

I think | still do, but Crusade is plenty excellent - a
holy relic with magical powers that can only be
discovered by following a set of puzzles / clues
and then only accessed by solving a set of
riddles. It's quite clever, lots of fun and the pace
keeps ticking along nicely.

Sean Connery & Harrison Ford work excellently

together. Would have loved to have seen more of that.

Also, every time | watch this | wonder how the knight hadn’t gone completely
bananas after sitting in that room for ten centuries on his tod.

Quick question: Why didn’t they use the hand-wavey powers of the grail to explain

Indy’s nuclear survival powers?



2021/03/19 Spirited Away (2001) directed by Miyazaki Hayao

This had been moving in and out of my head for

¢ absolutely bloody ages until | finally got around to
rewatching it while knackered on a hotel bed in
Osaka.

Anyway, some thoughts, written a couple of days
after viewing on a train to Himeji :

“Is this really that old?” was all | could think. A
rewatch of this classic and it is definitely one of the
stronger Ghibli films in terms of keeping the pace up
the whole way through. It's fun to rewatch it with a
better brain and see the themes that Miyazaki loves
popping up - I'd forgotten about the sludge monster
actually just being a polluted river god. It also made
me wonder how much Japanese mythology | know nothing about...

Even with that missing knowledge though, Spirited Away is, for my money, perhaps
the best introduction to Miyazaki for newcomers. It doesn't suffer from any of the
narrative issues that some of the others do, it's got some really beautiful animation
moments and a great fun story.



2021/03/27 Equilibrium (2002) directed by Kurt Wimmer

So I've been helping somebody plan out some ideas
for teaching Fahrenheit 4517, and it reminded me of this
film which is well, basically that book dialled up to 13.

| had memories of this film being daft but serviceable,
and | remember being very impressed with the whole
gun kata concept...

...but boy oh boy this film does not hold up 20 years
later. (It probably didn’t really hold up at the time either,
if we're being honest.)

The action scenes are very ‘boysy’ to quote someone
else; they look like they were dreamed up by a bunch of
lads saying “wouldn't it be cool if.." and running
through an ultraviolence checklist.

Having said that, some of them are beautifully choreographed and fun to watch but
yah know, Christian Bale’s plot armour is so thick as to make one question how in
Hades he can walk about. Not to mention the inexplicable even matching he has with
the Final Boss™

That's not the only plothole though. How did his son get away without his meds for
so long and NOBODY noticed? (If it's that easy, how come everyone doesn’t do it?)
If Taye Diggs has no emotion why is he always smiling and chuckling about things?
Wouldn't these be red flags?

Come to think of it, what the hell are the rules here - the whole thing is pretty sloppy
and ill-defined...

How come the massively armoured SWAT-a-like grunts go down so easy?
Throughout the entire film, they're about as useful as ice cubes in a furnace. It only
gets worse at the end when a bunch of untrained average joes who've only just been
released from drug addled stupor, swarm up some steps and take a whole load of
them out. They also can't stop Christian Bale at any single point in the film... but then
again, see above - he does have the plot armour.



There’s also clearly a lot of weird editing going on in this film - most noticeable was
the cut on Bale’s neck that is prominent in the final couple of scenes but | don't
remember seeing him getting the wound in any scenes prior.

Is there a deeper, subtler, more nuanced version of the film floating around out there?
Or was its runtime just too long and it's always been a gigantic 1984 / Fahrenheit

rip-off B movie version of The Matrix?

Maybe this is one of those so-bad-it's good kind of a deals...
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2021/04/29 Tenet (2020) directed by Christopher Nolan

This was absolutely great fun - riveting action,
beautifully directed, excellent soundtrack,
superb acting and then, on the other hand -
terrible sound design & deliberately convoluted
plotting.

Let’s tackle the last two first because | think
they speak to Christopher Nolan’s view of how
he is viewed.

Memento was confusing but it kind of had to
be; then Inception took off from there and
started the journey down this path of
muddled-just for-the-sake-of-it.

It's almost as though by making things hard to
follow, he’s masking an absence of actual
character development or story progression -
and | think that’s definitely the case in Tenet...

... but it was still great fun. It feels like Nolan was doing a stealth Bond film for most
of it. John David Washington was effortlessly cool & intensely monomaniacal.
Kenneth Branagh's character had motives that didn't really make any bloody sense
but he still turned in a great Bond villain turn.

Technically brilliant - kept me riveted to the screen for the 3 hours, except for the last
“assault on baddies’ final base” bit which was strangely lacking in any kind of
tension. It just felt like Nolan had some cool set piece effects he wanted to trial here
so he wrote this scene.
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2021/04/29 Nomadland (2020) directed by Chloe Zhao

| have no idea why this won any Oscars. | mean,
it's good ... but it's not really excellent in any

“A MIRACLE OF A MOVIE”
Fkkkk  dokkkk  kkokkok

“EXTRAORDINARY. NOMADLAND

MIGHT JUST CHANGE YOUR LIFE” respect.
LBl R 0 T e

FRANCES McDORMAND

There's not any real plot, nothing really happens...
NUMADLAND it's perhaps an interesting meditation on the way
S the modern world tries to streamline our roles

BY CHLOE 2

v Y 0 587558

into set behaviours and how difficult it is to live
outside those confines, while remaining true to
yourself...

There are some gorgeous landscape shots &
some very capable acting moments from
everybody, but | thought David Strathairn was far
more nuanced in his portrayal than Frances
McDormand.

Probably just a case of the Oscars rewarding a film that reminds them of what shitty
people the Hollywood elite are and how the salt of the earth, working class forgotten
heroes who till the soil deserve better than they get.

Wouldn't steer people away from this, but | wouldn’t recommend it.
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2021/04/29 Death Proof (2007) directed by Quentin Tarantino

QUENTIN TARANTINO ROBERT RODRIGUEZ ¢ B All 1 can think about in a Tarantino film now is

P i N whether it is a “boysy” film - to quote BDS - and
| this?

This is perhaps the pinnacle of boysy Tarantino
mayhem.

5 It felt like it was going in one direction and then
'»j.w." RUssEL Lo M did an abrupt shift into a different place entirely
: ‘Sénuus°‘1 ! ... it drifts between cool homage to Faster

: Pussycast, Kill Kill and the usual Tarantino weird
wish fulfilment. The overly long extended chase
scene which concludes the film is just daft,

BN N ; ; ;
AT AP N DAATIO O\ however enjoyable it may be in places.
- S T Ao \i§
SORTPTE:TETHS- R EREEEE I o
W AT RV
A BERL TSR T

& o oo (UEN
i, (s

Yet another pointless Tarantino jam that’s fun
for a bit and if you're in the right mood but upon
reflection is just self-indulgent fantasy nonsense with some feet fetishizing thrown in
for good measure.

And yet, it's not terrible.

Confused.
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2021/05/12 Evangelion: 1.0 You Are (Not) Alone (2007) directed by

Hideaki Anno

i~ OTEREATRIS

P LE ]

Good fun but overall - why?

Set up for a new franchise, | suppose...

With the newest of these films on the horizon,
| thought I'd take a well-deserved break from
all the mania recently on my birthday and sit
down with a rewatch of this.

Couldn’t remember watching this at all, to be
honest.

It is, after all, pretty much a distilled
collection of the first 8 or so episodes of the
anime, with some minor tweaks here and

Y there.

The animation is obviously much better, the
pace was quicker - it was also clearer that
there were some nefarious mysteries afoot

| with hidden agendas and all that jazz.

| know that 2 is where they bring in the new

characters in more detail, so it'll be good to revisit that and see where this is all

headed.
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2021/05/14 Our Little Sister (2015) directed by Hirokazu Kore-eda

“IRRESISTIBLE." AN INTIMATE, WARM EMBRACE
OF A FILM THAT RADIATES JOY AND HARMONY.
DEEPLY CHARMING AND QUIETLY MOVING.”
“Dave/Galhoun, TIME OUT

ourlittlesister

afilm by KORE-EDA HIROKAZU

and fuzzy inside.

| only really watched this because | knew it had
Gokurakuiji in it, and | was just curious as to how
that looked on screen(!)

It was well worth it though - not the kind of film |
go to instinctively, but it was a real treat.
Deceptively simple, 3 sisters find out that their
estranged father has another daughter, at his
funeral no less, and she moves in with them.

Stuff... happens. None of it particularly exciting
or ground shaking. People build relationships.

Life is lived.

Rich warm colours and some really nice
lingering shots of people just being people.

| really enjoyed this, it left me feeling quite warm
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2021/05/27 The Dead Don't Die (2019) directed by Jim Jarmusch

This was... good? But also not?

BILL

TILDA

e N | It was like a delicious sandwich with an
—y j8 amazing filling but the bread is a little stale.

166Y A\

(Best metaphor | can do you.)

\
seena

Started off fun, with some oddball
characterization and then a sudden fourth wall
break which | enjoyed because I'd rewatched
Deadpool for the fifth time the night before.

= - | loved the cop trio at the centre of the zombie
outbreak and their weird little quirks. | liked the
nods in the direction of other zombie movies,
the subversion of expectations, the weird
asides, the obviously improvised dialogue at
places.

| didn’t like Chloe Sevigny’s character being so helpless, it just didn't seem to fit or
work. | didn't like the way the plot just meandered along until it hit a deus ex machina
with Tilda Swinton’s character and then just came to a standstill in a graveyard.

| think that may have been the point - by which | mean, nobody is coming to save you,
so tough luck - but... it just felt like a little lacking in effort to be honest.

I'd maybe rewatch it for the bits between Adam Driver & Bill Murray though.
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2021/05/29 The Wolf of Wall Street (2013) directed by Martin Scorsese

LEONARDO DIiCAPRIO | have begn meaning to watch this for thg
MARTIN SCORSESEoe longest time but | never really wanted to invest

T H E WO L F 3 hours into watching Leo in a suit being a twat.

OF WAL ST EE It's very well made as one would expect... but ...

—

o

... isn't it just Goodfellas with the gangsters
replaced with the modern slightly less illegal
version of same?

Not that this doesn’t lessen the craftsmanship
and quality of this film, | was just wondering.

I've always said that DiCaprio only ever seems
, to be properly acting to me when he’s being
“SCORSESE DEuvggiTA;;rjgj@ﬂgsmATlc FULPUEEE  directed by Scorsese and this is yet another
entry for that dataset: he does a brilliant job
here. Mind you, so does everybody else. | wonder if that's Scorsese’s real skillset -
getting the best from his actors?

Another thing | noticed about Scorsese and conversations - in this film, they’re often
over the shoulder of one person and then they switch depending on who's talking. Is
this true for his other films and | just didn’t notice? Or is it a subtle hint that the
person listening is the one who's reporting what'’s being said and you can't
necessarily believe that it is true?
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2021/06/05 Dead Man (1995) directed by Jim Jarmusch

This was a far far better film than the previous
Jarmusch | watched.

It popped up as a link somewhere, so | figured
“why not?” See if | was missing some important
clues as to the genetic makeup of a Jarmusch
film that might shed some more light on The
Dead Don't Die...

, Groups of people in threes. Repeated questions
Q . or lines appearing.

3

SEAD MAN

Probably some other things | missed.

Visually this was a lot more interesting than
TDDD. The black and white was really crisp and
there was a richness in the tones that made it
kind of hypnotic to watch.

Storywise not a whole lot to tell, really: Johnny Depp goes to get a job, job isn't there,
he kills a guy in self-defence and ends up on the run. His name is William Blake and
he meets a native American who thinks he’s the actual William Blake. Adventure.
Death. Rebirth?

Which is, as best | can tell, what the whole film is about: Depp arrives in town a
stilted, uptight townie character. The train driver seems to know about a boat and a
journey on that boat, and how Depp connected it to the train... Depp is cut off from
the rest of the world - no family, with parents who recently died. He arrives in the
town of Machine for a job that he is too late to take up. He reaches out to help a
flower girl fallen in the mud, ends up back at her place and then she dies in his arms.
He kills her murderer - an ex-boyfriend, and the son of the man who was supposed to
give Depp a job.

So... a man rejected by (the) Machine, retreats into the natural world where every
white man wants to bring him back to (the) Machine to face their justice. He's helped
along this vision quest to stay out of their clutches by Nobody (the name of his
native guide). This doesn't feel particularly subtle to me(!) At the end, he is ostensibly
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still alive as Nobody puts him on a canoe and pushes him out to sea for his final
journey.

Meanwhile, Nobody is shot by the worst of the bounty hunters, a man all in black.
Nobody is wearing white. He gets a shot off before he falls though, and this is the
last thing Blake sees from the canoe before he drifts off into the darkening sky.

Presumably to return to the train journey at the beginning? Or did he break the cycle?
| liked this more than | realised, | just now realise.... Hmmm.
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2021/06/06 Bo Burnham : Inside (2021) directed by Bo Burnham

This was really really good. | feel like | am
supposed to know who this guy is, and after
watching this, I'm kind of baffled as to why |

‘ don't.

Basically, he's a comedian who writes funny
songs, and he made this whole thing in a small
56 Burnnam room which I'm assuming was on either his or

[
I N S I D E somebody else’s property.

It's amazingly well-done, he did it all himself and
it just makes me think | need to work harder.

But at the same time, very inspiring stuff.

And | legitimately laughed out loud on many an
occasion.

MAY 30

It was very well paced and plotted, and a quite interesting dive into the mental
stability of one guy at least.

My problem is though it's more of the same of this kind of classwashing the whole
pandemic where a bunch of us got to doss off and do whatever we felt like, having
food brought to us and parcels delivered by people who didn't have the options we
did.

Hmmm.
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2021/06/26 Three Identical Strangers (2018) directed by Tim Wardle

Really interesting, pretty well-made (although
the direction is a little paint by numbers
standard documentary structure kind of a deal),
| feel like this really drags out the story into a
longer format that could have been perhaps
better structured.

*** spoilers ***

There’s a ‘twist’ that is telegraphed very early on
as one of the triplets is never interviewed at an
older age. | feel like this might have been better
brought up initially and then worked back from
there, since the conclusions that are raised by

W that event and its place within the rest of the

* things that occur are more a conclusion drawn
from that big event rather than something they
lead towards.

Nevertheless it was a very emotional, charming human story that was a fun way to
while away an hour or so.
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2021/07/10 John Wick 3 - Parabellum (2019) directed by Chad

Stahelski

i gmmw REEVES )

I mean ... this is getting ridiculous now.

It's visceral tense over the top stomach
churning relentless violence non stop for pretty
much a whole film.

The mythos deepens, it gets weirder and
weirder and I'm pretty sure John Wick has
actually become Jesus by the end of the film.

This time around we get some new people for
him to murder, Halle Berry murders a sellsword
for shooting her dog, some imagination ensues
in the fights that follow that and then the
climactic showdown feels like a less reflective
version of the fight in the second film.

Or was it the first?

| needed this, it was dumb and well-made and not at all taxing on my brain. These
films are fun at the right time, but like | said.

As | said, it’s all getting a bit ridiculous now.
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2021/07/13 An Inspector Calls (2015) directed by Aisling Walsh

B|B|C] ADAPTED FROM JB PRIESTLEY’S CLASSIC PLAY

INSPECTOR

DAVID THEWLIS
MIRANDA RICHARDSON
KEN STOTT

story through that lens...

Yeah this was great, really solid stuff.

A bit of an adaptation with some liberties taken
in my opinion, but it was still really worthwhile
to watch and retained so much of the original
that it didn't really matter.

David Thewlis rocks it, unsurprisingly, but the
whole cast is fantastic.

Biggest difference between this and the version
| watched in my head - apart from Birling being
Scottish - was that they really really leaned
heavily into the notion that Goole is a
supernatural avenger.

| don't really think that Goole’s origins are of any
importance, but it was interesting to view the

Kind of want to see a different version of this now.
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2021/07/20 Palm Springs (2020) directed by Max Barbakow

= Groundhog Day for Millennials, basically.

< | Really cool surreal start, wanders into romcom
' g territory towards the middle and doesn’t really

| extricate itself but it's not a total bust - it carries
off the sacchariney love story that was totally
expected pretty well, although I'd have preferred
an inversion where they just end up as friends
but hey ho.

***spoilers***

Love the final shot calling back to the night
when they both took mushrooms and
supposedly hallucinated... suggests that they
didn't quite make it to the home they
remembered...
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2021/07/29 Midsommar (2019) directed by Ari Aster

Phew. This was intense.

Gorgeously shot modern version of The Wicker
Man with some really surreal moments and
man, that smile will haunt me...

| read somewhere that the murder-suicide at the
beginning was gratuitous but it made me
wonder if perhaps the lead character isn't

- actually a sister - what if she is her sister? What
" if the whole events of the film allow her to move
on from that past and completely merge into
her new life?

Not sure that that is a theory that holds weight,
but it was one | pondered.

More interesting and straightforward is to
assume that she has finally been given some attention and care and that’s what that
smile is all about.

I'd have liked to have seen more of the other deaths and less focus on the jumpers -
what ever happened to vaping tree pee boy? Did he just get skinned? Unclear.

A really unsettling film with some sumptuous visuals, | really enjoyed this. Wonder if
it was made as a bet to show that you don't need darkness for good horror?



25

2021/08/08 Mystery Men (1999) directed by Kinka Usher

| feel quite fondly about this film, like it's an
underrated classic or something.

Then | watched it again and remembered why it
has gone mostly forgotten.

It starts off really well, leans heavily into a
ridiculous premise of stupid superpowered
wannabe heroes trying and failing to save the
day.

The city design is really detailed and an
impressive mish-mash of all kinds of styles. |
wish as much care and attention to detail had
gone into the script...

... although if we're being fair, that holds out
pretty well for the most part. The team coming
together & training isn't too poor although there are some low points in the training
montage when the plot just leans on every cliche it can find to support it.

Where the film really falls apart is in the third act which doesn’t make a lot of sense -
suddenly everyone is powered up and ready to fight against a poorly defined fiendish
plot developed by the brilliantly named Casanova Frankenstein and it just feels really
really poorly done and really really boring.

| was kind of surprised by how much interest I'd lost by the time they got to the big
superhero fight scene climax.

Some great bits, some beautiful design and Janeane Garafolo is in it so it's not all
bad, but overall a disappointment that not even nostalgia could save.
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2021/08/22 Black Widow (2021) directed by Cate Shortland

g Itwas... good? But not great.

- Standard Marvel failing - incredibly weak
: villain,except this time it is Ray Winstone who is
somehow supposed to have been machinating
behind the scenes for years without being
noticed and for very unclear reasons.

- His accent was also shockingly bad at times.

To be honest this whole thing felt more like a
set up for new Marvel adventures with the Black
L \ Wi Widows than a proper farewell for Scarlett

SN TRl ohansson.
~BLACK WIDOW "\
It also can't really seem to decide what it wants
to be - a serious spy movie or a buddy road trip
film... it's a bit wishy washy with its tone to be
honest and I'm not really sure if it sticks the landing - unless the landing was to
seemingly take the piss out of a bunch of overwrought superhero tropes embodied
by Black Widow throughout the Avengers movies.

EXFERIENCE T i THEATERS JULY 9
P Pt ST BT BN

It does that pretty well and a little unfairly, | thought; lots of sarky references - to her
superhero landings; Red Guardian saying ‘you have so much red on your ledgers, |
am so proud of you’ suggesting that he loves a bit of death and destruction for the
state but then he's happily teaming up with his adopted daughters to betray that
same state within half a day ....

Eh. Not a bad way to spend a couple of hours but so, so, so daft and it honestly feels
like the Marvel movies are sinking into a weird self-parody of themselves at this
point.

Wasn't this just the plot of Civil War with sexy brainwashed assassins instead of
Hydra?
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2021/08/28 The Visit (2015) directed by M. Night Shyamalan
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Well wasn't this a weird little triumph?

A couple of kids go to stay with their
grandparents. Mum doesn’t come with as she
has been estranged from them for a looooong
time.

Everything is pretty good fun & grandparenty
with baking and treats & the sister filming the
whole shebang for a documentary she’s
making...

But then the grandparents start acting weird.

It's really well structured with just enough
information being parcelled out to the audience
to sustain interest and curiosity, with a couple
of good juicy scares & moments mixed in to

keep things spicy and the plot ticking over.

Then the twist! Ahhhhh! This feels like what Shyamalan used to do better - his films
started off with they have a twist in them as kind of the selling point, and then the
twists just seemed to get sillier and sillier (to me at any rate) but this was just the
simplest, most obvious hide in plain sight kind of a twist that just flipped everything
about and ratcheted up the panic to about 120%.

A surprisingly good twisty little folksy kind of basic horror film. Good stuff.
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2021/08/31 Nightcrawler (2014) directed by Dan Gilroy

Set in a vague mid-90s kind of a timezone, most
of this film happens at night - there’s a few day
scenes but they feel oppressive in their
brightness which is a pretty neat trick to
highlight the fact that the main character, for
whom the term misfit was practically invented,
is more comfortable and at home in the world
of the city at night.

It's labelled as a neo-noir, but it's not particularly
twisty nor turny; it just has that Drive aesthetic
about it.

It's more darkly humorous to be honest as this
character just pushes ahead with weird goals
he’s constructed through a life of reading &
information gathering on the internet that
doesn’t seem to have transformed him. He
doesn't synthesise any of his information that he gathers, he just regurgitates it and
allows it to shape him utterly.

Is it some kind of a commentary on American society? Possibly, but that seems far
far far from the actual intent, which is the telling of a story of accident chasing
cameramen - and one in particular who's an absolutely amoral oddball, utterly driven
by his own desires which he never really fully discloses.

| feel like he's just some kind of a vessel that's had weird success stories poured into
him that have mashed up his perceptions of reality...

... SO yeah, it probably is a commentary on some level.
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2021/09/01 For The Love of Spock (2016) directed by Adam Nimoy

| felt like this was a very by the numbers
documentary up until maybe the last half an
hour or so when some real emotions crept in as
they discussed Leonard Nimoy'’s death.

It grounded all the praise that had been lavished
upon him somehow to see people so genuinely
upset at his loss.

So.... that means that this whole film about an
actor most famous for playing an alien hit its
stride when it started treating the subject
matter with a bit more humanity?

FOR THE LOVE OF

4POCK

Arf arf. Something something irony.
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2021/09/10 The Big Brawl (1980) directed by Robert Clouse

Apparently this was Jackie Chan'’s first foray
into the American film market and it was a bit of
a disappointment for him and at the box office.

| hadn't seen it before and can concur that it
wasn't really much to write home about.

It's made well-enough but Jackie is wasted -
they don't really do much with him and the fight
scenes don't flow as well as they do in his own
films.

Overall, not a waste of time but not really a top
notch feast of fun kung fu.

] oy it
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2021/09/11 The Suicide Squad (2021) directed by James Gunn

Visually creative to the point of bonkersness in
parts, brilliantly paced, goofy and amusing in all
the right places... and a really convoluted plot
with a couple of bits that didn't make any sense
whatsoever.

This was fantastic.

~ Silly cartoonish violence, that final boss,
arresting and interesting camera angles (a
whole fistfight in a reflection was a particular
fave) and some pretty good characterisation
despite the lack of a real need for it given the
circumstances and all.

I've been thinking that perhaps the whole bit |

THEY’RE DYING TO SAVE THE WORLD L , L
€1 oowe= ONLY IN CINEWAS didn't understand - Harley’s romantic interlude -

was probably all in her head. (The people
behind me were having a chat at that bit so maybe | missed something.)

| kind of want to go and find Gunn’s Troma back catalogue now but sense that he's
only really been able to go as big and mental as he's always wanted since Guardians.

Could be wrong though. He did, after all, write the excellent script for Scooby Doo.
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2021/09/16 Candyman (2021) directed by Nia da Costa
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~ This was just gorgeously crafted. A big old treat
. for the eyeballs and yet another Jordan Peele

associated film that really wiggles around
through some boundaries to make horror films
probably more what they should be about
nowadays - vehicles in which to probe things we
don't actually discuss enough and are, in fact,
more horrific than having a man with a knife
chasing after you.

There was so much amazing camera work in
here playing with geometry, mirroring both
literally and also through symmetrical framing -
which then sometimes went off frame and
slightly off kilter to unsteady things a bit; the
sound design too was head meltingly good.

A very unsettling film which weaves together

the old version in a very clever way that reboots the notion, retells the story, adds to
that story and then goes back through all of that to carve some social commentary
intricately into whatever spaces remain.

It's not perfect - there’s a lot of 2 dimensional characterization, not a whole lot of
explanation for motivations (particularly those of Burke) and it does feel like the

story could have had a bit more time to breathe - but it's definitely a success, and
thoroughly enjoyable despite all its faults.

Might be thinking about this for a while.
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2021/09/18 A Clockwork Orange (1971) directed by Stanley Kubrick
Confirmed. | do think this is boring.

| thought it was worth a rewatch at the cinema
to see if the long gap between my first viewing
of this had granted me better powers of
discernment and appreciation but no, it’s still
overlong, a little bit pointless and I'm still not
sure really what the whole point of it actually is.

Nonetheless, it has some beautifully shot
sequences, really interesting camera work and |
particularly like the strange way a lot of scenes
seem to be framed in a deliberately artificial
way as though they’re supposed to be some
bizarre pastiche of traditional paintings. (They
probably are and I'm just not educated enough
to know which ones..)

Malcolm McDowell is phenomenal in it as well, and about the only thing sustaining
my lifeforce in that dull dull dull final third.

I'm also unsure about all the nudity - was this just some enfant terrible thing in the
70's? Is it supposed to just shock? All the bouncing boobs throughout just feel a little
gratuitous and voyeuristic - which might be the point... but | felt like there was a real
discomfort to the parts with violence on women and it came more from the fact that
| felt like the film wasn't showing the horror of those scenes so much as revelling in
the oooh naughty bits vibe.

Could be wrong. Glad | saw this on the big screen, it remains an important cultural
touchstone and a well-made film but yeah. Don't think I'll bother watching it again.
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2021/09/19 Free Guy (2021) directed by Shawn Levy
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This was pretty uneven. Ryan Reynolds pretty
much carries it with a little help from Taika
Waititi who does a lot of scenery chewing and is
fun to watch. Overall this film was brainless,
silly but well put together for what it is, and |
thoroughly enjoyed it.

Essentially, it's a live action The Lego Movie,
with Emmett being instead an NPC discovering

. there’s a bigger world out there.

, Lots of hand waving and weirdness to further

the plot along and not nearly enough focus on
Guy'’s journey to level 100 - which I think would
have been much more entertaining in a longer
format than the brief montage we got - but
yeah, nah.

Weirdly, this held my attention better than Clockwork Orange.

I'm still not sure what exactly that says about me or either of these two films.
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2021/09/24 Dune (1984) directed by David Lynch

| mean, we know we've seen this probably a
hundred times because for whatever reason, it
became an obsession when we were younger.

| loved the conceit that it was so far in the
future; the weird costumes that seemed taken
straight from the colonial age but transplanted
into the future. The set designs and technology
that went along with that, the whole word
building back stories of the Mentats & the
Houses and all that. That's what grabbed me
when | was a nipper.

Nowadays...?

Yeah, well | still love it. It's like this cosy
comfortable blanket to lie under and then you
just let the spectacle wash over you because
there is plenty of that... | feel like most of the special effects have held up pretty well
except for maybe the shields and the worms... there’s quite a lot of repetition with the
worms to be honest.

And this little quibble is pretty easy to then extend into all the battle scenes. The
same shots over and over without very much happening at all, really. Far too many
static shots of people running in one direction. The action scenes barely manage to
be interesting and the only real interest they do generate is by quick cuts and lots
and lots of things happening, and sometimes a lot of those things are weird or
unusual so this kind of tricks your brain into thinking ooooohoooo... but nothing
actually did just happen, sadly.

Also some of the dialogue is just so so so so bad. It’s really fortunate that the cast
are all (except maybe with the exception of Sting) so chops heavy that they manage
to carry off some of the lines... although even then, some of those lines are still
squirm in your seat cringe inducing.

Finally the cartoonish aspect of the Harkonnens... yeah. | don't feel like this has held
up well. The flipside being that Paul himself is so one dimensional that it's only Kyle



36

Maclachlan’s charisma that carries it out of heavy sighing territory...and even he can't
lift it out of some of the really cheesy bits...

AND YET I STILL LOVE THIS FILM. It is such a guilty pleasure.
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2021/09/25 Shang-Chi & the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) directed
by Destin Daniel Cretton

Yeah. Hmmm. Cracking stuff with the fight
scenes, solid introduction of a new character.

A few laughs.
But the final battle between dragons and stuff?

So confusing. Had no real idea what the heck
was going on; although the CG was pretty well
done, it was just a bit of a mess. Seemed like it
was aiming for ramped up spectacle over

§ intelligible visuals.

SHA“G_cHI Kind of lost interest for a bit here as | felt my
g eyes glazing over.

MLEGEND _OFE“THE TEN RINGS
S

¥
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Honestly the whole of phase 4 isn't really
grabbing me at all - partly because to keep up |
have to subscribe to Disney plus and supporting that monolith is something that
grinds my gears.

Perfectly serviceable film this, with great kung fu. Didn't stick the landing though.
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2021/10/02 No Time To Die (2021) directed by Cary Joji Fukunaga

# ] Such a convoluted glorious beautiful mess.
' Well, perhaps mess is a little unkind - it made
sense and flowed linearly and around and out
through the history of Bond films interweaving
and deconstructing bits from plenty of previous
films while tying up some loose ends from the
more recent films.

(I assume, | haven't actually seen Spectre yet.)

The new 007 was a cool touch but so poorly
executed, turning out one dimensional and
uncharismatic. Writer’s fault, | assume - it feels
like they just kind of tried to shoehorn her into
just a different version of Bond.

The action scenes were fantastic, the confusing
mess of a plot was still captivating and it was a pretty good send off for Daniel
Craig's Bond.

An interesting watch. Didn't rate it all that highly but it has made me think and it has
made me want to go back and watch all of Craig’s Bonds in order.

| do remember Casino Royale being overly long and convoluted too. Wonder if my
opinion on that has changed...?
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2021/10/30 Dune (2021) directed by Denis Villeneuve

| expected to enjoy this, obviously.

REBECCA JOSH

TIMOTHEE
ZENDAYA FERGUSON  CHALAMET  BROLIN

| didn't expect it to be such a visual delight though.

It was stunningly beautiful, extremely creative and
just wonderful to soak in.

One thought that occurred to me that was a little
« disappointing though was how grounded in our
| current time most of the technology and visuals

e - seemed to be - Lynch'’s version, for all its faults,

— ENEeL - really delivered this peculiar familiar yet not familiar
DENS TTILENTUE version of our reality, and it was much simpler to
e buy into a vision of a world 8000 years ahead of our

own.

Aside from that, the film itself delivered for me... but I'm not sure it'll work for
everybody, for a few reasons.

Most of all, the dialogue is a bit clunky in bits - Gurney’s fight with Paul on Caladan
sticks out as being in need of a better rewrite, particularly his comment about
Harkonnens being brutal.

(Not dialogue but Paul moping about in black like a giant emo before leaving
Caladan was a bit cringey.)

I'd also say that the dialogue is simultaneously far too exposition heavy and yet not
expository enough - the quick dash through why the Atreides are being sent to Dune
by the Emperor as delivered by Leto is one such example. Tell tell tell tell tell then
move on with the story.

Yet the whole Bene Gesserit prophecy and planting myths on planets stuff? Hardly
gone into. It's a bit uneven in that regard.

Nevertheless, I'd have gone to see it again this morning if | wasn't trying to get a
million things done before | set off home in a couple of days for a few days.

Brilliant. Loved it.
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2021/10/30 Blade (1999) directed by Stephen Norrington
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being daft.

4K restoration of this film which we have seen
several times before and which is a gloriously
cheesy slaughter fest with plotholes big enough
to drive Blade's Charger through.

And yet... it's heaps of fun.

I'd never seen it on the big screen so this was a
fun treat. Some of the shots hold up really well -
I'm thinking of the hip hop (David Holmes?)
driven sped up chase through the city - and
others have not done so well; but some of those
do poorly because of the CGI.

The symbolic chop of Blade’s houseplants
roots, cutting them clean from the plant itself is
a particularly egregious example of somebody
on set trying to be an auteur and just... well,

| feel like a lot of the dafter moments of the film were probably suggestions by
Snipes, to be honest. He grins weirdly at the most inappropriate moments - like when
he mouths WTF instead of actually saying it in a film peppered with the F bomb or
the macho posturing in scenes that don't really call for it or the odd kung fu poses he
strikes like Mac out of It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia...

All of this bananapants insanity plus the gloopy blood droplets & the weak handle on
how technology and software actually work just combine to bake a gloriously batshit

crazy cult classic.

Not a bad movie, very far from a great one and yet... exceptionally watchable

nonetheless.
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2021/10/31 The French Dispatch (2021) directed by Wes Anderson

This was a beautiful tour de force, although the
pacing in Frances McDormand's story very
nearly brought the whole thing crashing down
around itself.

A really bizarre out there tribute to old school
journalism & journalists; an homage (in places)
to TinTin; another opportunity for Tilda Swinton
to create a character that is very Tilda Swinton
and yet something completely new; a chance
for us all to wonder why Bill Murray, king of the
curmudgeons, always shows up for Wes
Anderson; a symmetrical celebration in pastel
of quirkiness in general...

This film was all of these things. Some of them
at the same time.

| also really really loved the typeface used in the interstitials between the stories, the
ones lifted straight from the magazine itself. Not that that has very much to do with
anything except perhaps Wes Anderson'’s attention to detail.



42

2021/11/04 Last Night In Soho (2021) directed by Edgar Wright

This was incredibly unsettling and really really
good ... for about two thirds of the film.

There was a lot of cool themes and ideas

| floating around as the first two thirds built up to
a really scary disturbing scene of our heroine in
. bed confronting some ghosts...

. And then it sort of came crashing down around
itself. Although not completely in a bad way.

As we worked our way up to the conflict and our
heroine needing to find the resolution, there was
a lot in play - some very cool ideas about the
idea of trauma leaving actual scars in the fabric
of reality that can leak through time, if the right
person taps into it.

Some brilliant visuals working amazingly gorgeously well with a soundtrack that just
wouldn't quit.

Great performances from pretty much everybody, including Matt Smith who almost
made me forget he used to be Doctor Who - so that was well done by him, as |
typically don't, and it's usually his fault.

Then it just kind of took a left turn - not so much for the sake of it, but well, because it
did make a kind of sense. It’s just that... well the twist it did take, kind of flipped the
tables so much that the whole narrative that had come before about the abuses laid
upon Sandy by all those men who took advantage of her before she ‘died’ was
basically blown apart and made kind of cheap.

It seemed to me that the conclusion to the mystery - the big reveal - just served to
undermine all the good work it had done in painting the horror of her experiences,
and | didn’t really like that. Little bit too much of a fast rush to the cool finish rather
than a complicated, ugly exploration of the scars left on a victim and all the mess
that that would have brought with it.

Far too tidy an ending for such a menacing grotesquerie of a set up.
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2021/11/12 Eternals (2021) directed by Chloe Zhao

Much as with Nomadland, this was a gorgeous
film in many regards with lovely wide shots and
muted natural tones - the beauty of nature really
comes across in those shots which allow for it.

But it's a muddled story, overloaded and
ultimately unsatisfying - it feels like a paint by
numbers superhero film and I think this might be
why the MCU is starting to bore the everloving
mcshiznitt out of me - these are a bunch of
lesser known characters so the narrative drive
needs to be much much stronger.

| remember thinking when the trailer for this
came out | assumed it was goingto bea TV
show - there just seemed to be so much story in
there to explore - and then | discovered it was
going to be a film and | hmmm'’ed.

| liked the trailer when | saw it in IMAX - convinced me it might be worth a look at the
cinema, but yeah.

A lot of potential squandered here.
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2021/11/20 Cargo (2017) directed by Ben Howling and Yolanda Ramke

COMING So0N

CARGO

A really gorgeously shot zombie movie that isn't
actually a zombie movie but is instead a bit of a
stew of themes like how to be a good parent,
sacrifice, (Western) man'’s relationship to nature,
climate change, Western way of life and the
effect it has had on indigenous people... all of

| that, wrapped up in one relentlessly depressing

walkabout through the Australian bush by
Martin Freeman with a literal death clock

. counting down on his wrist and a baby on his

back.

Enjoyed it, it was a subdued kind of a
depressing journey but strangely uplifting at the
end.

Apparently produced by the same people who
made Babadook - another horror film that |

didn’t think was actually a horror film but was instead a meditation on motherhood.
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2021/11/24 Whistle Down The Wind (1961) directed by Bryan Forbes

ALLIED FILM MAKERS PRESENT A RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH AND BRYAN FORBES PRODUCTION

HAVLEYMILLS: BERNARDLEE ALAN BATES

Today’s hottest young star in her newest...and by far her greatest

WHiSTILE
DOV THE WiND

FROM AN ORIGINAL NOVEL BY MARY HAYLEY BELL /SCREEN PLAY BY KEITH WATER-
HOUSE AND WILLIS HALL/PRODUCED BY RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH AND DIRECTED BY
BRYAN FORBES/RELEASED BY PATHE-AMERICA DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC.

Popped up on YouTube for some reason,
thought I'd watch a film | had heard of but never
actually seen... and enjoy the slower pace and
simpler direction of an old black and white
movie.

It was a pretty bizarre kind of a piece - bunch of
kids find a criminal hiding out in their barn, think
he's Jesus. He doesn't do much except sleep
and behave most unlike Jesus.

Kids remain convinced up until the end - well,
almost.

There's no redemption curve for the criminal,
not much really happens. There's a couple of
fun character beats with well, lots of folk really...
but I'm not very sure what the whole takeaway

from this was ever meant to be except maybe that kids are super innocent &

forgiving? Or just gullible?

A funny little film this, really.
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2021/11/27 Ghostbusters: Afterlife (2021) directed by Jason Reitman
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| was expecting this to be much more rubbish
than it actually was: which was not rubbish at
all.

Sure there are some giant plot holes, the pacing
is a little bumpy - it rushes through parts and
meanders through others - and parts of it were
just lazy lazy retreads of the first film, but
overall it was a whole heap of fun and | was
very invested by the end.

This should have been the first reboot and then
we could have happily and easily gone into an
all female team taking on the mantle, rather

.« thanthat bizarrely muddled mess of a reboot

where they just feminised versions of the
original team, instead of actually building
decent new characters for them to be.

Although I really want to see Kate McKinnon back as the team nerd. She was

brilliant.

It's a bit easy to view this as a bit of a cynical franchise restarting cash grab - which
I'm sure it is - but it's also lovingly made and a well-crafted bit of fun.
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2021/11/28 The Hitcher (1986) directed by Robert Harmon

Rutor Hawer 5 . ThomdBROWENL This is one of those films that you always

Jennifer Jason Leigh assumed to be full of horrors when you went
and Jeffrey DeMunn as Captain Esteridge

into the video shop. Tucked away at the top of
the rack, imbued with an air of foreboding, filled
with transgressive violence the likes of which
would scar you for life.

Wi silpeasy of Truth is, it's pretty grim but kind of pointless.
horror and suspense.”
It has some very eighties cinematography
which | can’t quite put my finger on in terms of
description. Part of it is the slightly washed out
tones of vast desolate American desert
landscapes upon which the camera often
lingers long enough for you to feel a little bit
nervous about the notion of being trapped out
there without anyone knowing where you are
and no way of correcting that...

And in this vast emptiness where it's possible to disappear forever, Rutger Hauer’s
maniac hitcher begins a relentless pursuit of poor Jim Halsey, who is perpetually
doomed to introduce himself with his full name and even then nobody believes he is
who he says he is.

On and on it goes this chase where the hunter never loses sight of his prey despite
no clear reason other than this is the plot and honestly I'm not even sure what the
plot actually is than just a collection of horrors being inflicted relentlessly and
mercilessly upon hapless citizens of the Midwest. A gloriously 80’s vibe from every
digitised cell of this film was what saved me from absolute boredom with its
silliness.
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2021/12/3 The Matrix (1999) directed by The Wachowskis

| don't really feel like this needs much
explaining, seeing as how it did, in ample
measures both good and bad, kind of reshape
action movies for a long time.

Which it does by kind of absorbing some

| creative new technology, pairing it up with John
Woo balletic fight scenes with a smidgeon of
kung fu homage and stirs all that together with
a well-crafted notion that has some daft
technobabble handwavey elements to it and
then kapow off we go.

I've seen this countless times and since it was
being reshown wanted to go see it on the big
screen again, because that hasn’t happened for
twenty years or more.

It was great fun but sadly the sound system was running buck wild in the cinema last
night so a lot of the soundtrack just got drowned out by sound effects - not really
sure if it was the mix from the booth or a technical glitch, either way, it really took me
out of the experience.

Particularly noticeable when you couldn't even hear Rage Against the Machine at the
end.
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2021/12/09 Evangelion: 2.0 You Can (Not) Advance (2009) directed by
Kazuya Tsurumaki and Masayuki

f 1

YOU CAN (NOT) ADVANCE

Religious imagery seems a lot heavier this time
around. The stakes are higher, the plot is
murkier, the set pieces are mostly just kind of

- smushed together in between bits of exposition

and weird moments featuring the sexualization
of teenage girls which seem even worse than
they did in the original series, perhaps by virtue
of the fact that it's 2009 at this point and
shouldn't we have gotten over the boobsOMG
comments? Haven't we moved into a world
where female characters can be a bit more than
the sum of their body parts?

That's particularly weird in something like
Evangelion where Asuka was this insanely
aggressive fragile nutjob whose bravado
masked a shopping list of things she needed a
lot of therapy for - and she is here again, too.

Only they've leaned more into the boobsOMG aspects rather than putting those to
one side and being a bit less skeevy about the whole thing.

All of that side, this didn't really hold my attention, although there were some
crackingly well choreographed Eva fight scenes.

| feel like the whole series has just been overwrought at this point but will still
muddle on; I'll try and see the next one of these because I'm curious how this new
mystery Eva that showed up factors into everything, but that’s about all my

motivation at this point.
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2021/12/17 Spider-man : No Way Home (2021) directed by Jon Watts
Oh wow.

| went into this as soon as | could so as to avoid
the spoilers on the interwebs, and it was
staggeringly enjoyable.

An absolute triumph of a conclusion to the MCU
Spider-man trilogy that worked in the multiverse
concept, embraced it fully, leaned into it hard
and then expanded upon that and pushed the
idea so far that it's made another Sony
Spider-man film entirely plausible if not exactly
possible.

\ There were so many surprises in this and it was
*. [4dnp #famee \ mostly down to the intelligent writing that it all
i came together so well - essentially you've got
S the MCU Spider-man origin story being
completed over the course of those three films and it did so by weaving in the mixed
up confusing timelines of the previous iterations of Marvel’'s most popular superhero.

Bloody loved this and it was so much fun in the cinema as well - bit of an unruly
atmosphere at times but it lead to some great cheers and rounds of applause at
some of the best moments...

***spoilers***

... including the black Spider-man comment, scientist comment, the emergence
through a portal of a couple of people, the back cracking scene...

Then the redemption point where MJ almost becomes Gwen but doesn’t. Oof right in
the feels.
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2021/12/23 Tokyo Godfathers (2003) directed by Satoshi Kon

This was chosen as | was on the lookout for a Christmas film
and this popped into my head... although it doesn't really have a
lot to do with Christmas except that :

(a) that's when it is set

(b) there is snow.

It was thoroughly enjoyable and not quite what | was expecting;
in my head, it was going to be more of a gently paced character piece rather than an
anarchic 90 minutes of chaotic coincidences smashing into and through the lives of
three homeless people who find an abandoned baby in the middle of Tokyo at
Christmas.

It's moving, it's hilarious, it's utterly bonkers. It's also incredibly inventive - the opening
credits scene alone was fantastic - our four main characters wandering through
Tokyo streets as the names of everybody involved pop up on the side of buses, as
shop names and so on and so forth.

Essentially the whole film is them on a weird 3 wise men-esque journey across Tokyo
getting dragged into all kinds of escapades as they try and find the parents of the
baby.

Should have just gone to the police, eh?
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